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Subject: SBIR Phase I (H^oposal: The Origami Femate Condom.: Feasibility Study (PA4)9-0^j 

Dear Mr. Resnic: 

I aaii writing to offer my wholehearted support for the 'Origami Female Condom™ - Feasibtitiy Study", a 
cdfaboratiwi of STRATA VARIOUS PRODUCT DESIGN and RTI Intemayaial, which will refine and test 
a prot(>lype of the Origami Female Condom™: a new oandom made of silicone, a material that may 
provkle fetter sensation ard be less prone to breakage and slippage than latex or plastic, in addition to 
its viral inpermeabiSty. 

There is m urgent need for rrore femaie controlled bairier methods for ccmtraception and sexually 
transnMtted infectsoit (STi) prevention. The Origami Femaie Condom, has the potenti^ for higher 
acceptability because it will be easier to use ami will feel mone natural 

The airris of ttiis pn^osa! are to first con^re the design preferences and non-coital aspeds of 
acc^abilrty and perfom>ance of three Ot^mi Female Condom™ prototypes ki the "Fenraie-user 
Preference Study" among fifteen subjects. We will then compare the acceptability and p«formance of the 
best Origami Femate GondOTn^" prcdotype with a convnerciatly available femaie condom in the 
"Acceptafailrty and Perfomiance Study" amoti^ fottf heterosexual couples. 

The "FemaJe-tiser Preference Sfejdy" and jtie "Acc^tabiirty and Perfonnance Stydy" will be conducted 
the City Clinic of &ie San Frandsco Depl of PuWic Health (SFOT*H), under my supefvisbn with ^pport 
from Dr. Freya Speilberg, who provides dimcal contraceptive services to women at risk for HIV and STI. 
Dr. Speiiberg has conducted dinica! inais oi STI diagnosfics, and has served as #ie Medical Monitor for 
other direcai studies of femaie barrier methods. 

Participants for tfie " Female Condom - Origsemi FC Feasibility Stud/ wBI be recruitBd from sejcually active 
women in San Francisco at low risk tor sesuiaily transmitted infections. The City Clinic is an ideal venue in 
which to conduct your preliminary research, as the C% Clinic serves many womwi in monogamous 

reiafonsWps seeking contraceptive services, who would be apprqsriate for participafion m the Phase 1 
study, as well as clients with multiple and high-risk partners who would be apprqjriate for future 
Phase 2 and 3 clinical trials. 

RTI has had successful experiences conducting research wilh PHFE and we welcome ttie oj^rtiKilty 
with Ihis pro^ to build on our continuing cdlaborat'ions with Dr. Susan Philip 3and Dr. Jeff Klausner ^ 
SFDPH. 



turning kttdwlidg^ ini& pi-mtUi; 



I sbTjngJy support the Female CondomOtrigami FC Feasibility Study ami I look forward to wotiting vw9i 
you on this important project. 

Pfease feel ftiee to include this letter of si^iport with yow grant ^^)fical3on to the NIH. 

Sincerely, 




Ariana van der Strain. PhD, htPH 



